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CRESWICK RAILWAY LI XCURSION September 22nd, 1996 


Our excursion to the Ballarat Creswick railway line clearly 
showed the importance of these linear reserves for the 
conservation of a wide range of native species. 


The first site was at the three arches railway bridge. The 
bridge, made of brick with bluestone buttresses, was built in 1374.- 
Diamond and Cobblers Gullies drain the Sully Hill and join to flow 
under the bridge. 


Immediately we parked the cars we saw Running Postman 
(Kennedia prostata) and Purple Coral Pea (Hardenbergia violaceae). 
Adjacent to the railway is a slashed fire break. On the break Yellow 
Stars (Hypoxis glabella) and Early Nancy (Wurmbia [previously 
Aguillaria) dioica) were flowering. 


Six wattles were found in flower: Silver wattle (Acacia 
dealbata), Blackwood (A. melanoxylon), Thin-leaf Wattle (A. 
aculeatissima), Gold-dust Wattle (A. acinacea) and Ploughshare 
Wattle (A. gunmii). 


Creeping along the bare clay soil was Trailing Goodemia (G. 
lanata) - our club emblem as embroidered on the cloth badges. 


In areas where the soil had been cultivated the pink flowers of 
Large-flower Wood-sorrel (Oxalis purpurea) gave large areas of 
colourful display. 


Australian Painted Lady and small blue butterflies were feeding 
on the flowers of Hardenbergia and Common Beard-heath 
{(Leucopogon Virgatus). 


Other plants seen in flower included Tall Riceflower, Creamy 
Candles, Pink Bells, Yam Daisy, Scaly Buttons, Wiry Buttons, Bears 
Ear, Common Hovea, Buttercup and several Parrot Peas. 


We also visited another Section of the Ballarat to Creswick 
railway line just east of the Bald Hills school. The deeper soil in 
this area supported a dense growth of wildflowers which will give a 
mass of colour in the next month. At present the main plant 
flowering were Hardenbergia and Leucopogon. Trailing Oxylobium 
(O. procumbens) will give bright coloured patches when it flowers on 
top of the cutting. A few Black Anther Flax-lilly were beginning to 
flower. ~ vo (2.9 


The Private Lives Of Animals Speaker Mr. Re Winter 


Australia and New Guinea are the only countries 
in the “orld to have all three types of manmals 
found naturally in their confines 
T The oldest of these is the Monotremata, these 
are the lowest order of mammals restricted to 
Australia and New Guinea, there is only three 
representitives of this order left they are the 
Platypus and two Echidnas, they are Oviparous 
(egg laying )mammals in which the Genital, Urinary 
and Digestive organs have a common opening (Mono- 
one Trema (gr) hole. ) 

They do not have nipples for the young to suckle 
but exude milk from ducts of the mammary glands. 

They lay one to three leathery eggs , the Platy- 
pus in a nest at the end of a burrow and the 
Eehidna in a pouch, the milk is very rich and 
thick. 

T The Marsupials — The order of mammals which in- 
cludes the Kangaroos Possums, Wombats and all those 
animals that are pouched. They are found chiefly 
in the Australian region and South and Central 
America. The females have a fouch or marsupium 
(Gr a pouch or bag). 

The young of Marsupials are born up to thirty days 
after mating, the immature embryos making aper- 
ilous journey to the safety of the poch where they 
remain for nearly seven weegs. 

Marsupials viviparous (bringing forth living- 
young) but are non placental. 

The #utherians - Mammal which belong to the high- 
est order... The young are nurtured before birth 
by a placenta. (Gr. a cake). 

Spoke about many of our native animals and 
showed many interesting slides, one of the animals 
was the Leadbeaters Possum a small possum that 
was given a second chance as it were. 

Sir Baldwin Spencer wrote in the Victorian Natur- 
alist in 1921 -- the destruction of the scrub and 
forest in the Bass River area has resulted in 
the complete extermination of one of our interest— 
ing marsupials, the little opossum like Gymno- 


belideus leadbeateri. __. a) 


Enfield Forest Park Outing Sep. 9. 
Li ae reece a ener RA RGR SA SAR MRT 


The Bushland in the Enfield Forest Park was alive 
with the rich purple of the Hardenbergia (sarsap- 
arilla) the paler lavender Hovea and the golden 
yellow of the Wattles, when the Ballarat and Cres- 
wick Field Naturalist Clubs joined together for 
their monthly outing. 

Eight species of Wattle were in bloom as well as 
several other shrubs and many smaller plants,- 
all signalling the arrival of Spring. 

Common Heath and Correas were still in flower 
though not in the same abundance as in the late 
winter. 

Early September is too early for the best displays 
October to early November being the best time to 
view the yearly wildflower display. 

We saw Scented Sundew flowers, these are pure 
white above a rosette of sticky leaves, there were 
other types of sundews, a few with flowera, these 
were the Tall Sundew and the climbing Sundew, many 
of the plants were immature. 

A highlight of the outing, which was led by Mrs 
Pat Murphy, of the B.F.N.C. was the viewing of the 
small shrub known as the Twisted Beard Heath in 
full bloom. 

This plant, known to science as Leucopogon _ 
glacialis was first discovered in the Ballarat 
region at Enfield by Pat a few years ago. 

It gets it's common name from the leaves being 
slightly twisted- a noticable feature when viewed 
closely, it also..has smaller white flowers than 
the common Beard heath and the leaves are slightly 
greyer. 

Myrtle Wattle was the most showy of the Wattles 
in bloom, of interest was the Plough-share wattle 
a small spreading plant with cream coloured flower 
flowerse 

More orange than the Wattles were the three types 
of pea flowered shrubs: The Golden Bush Bea, 

Showy Parrot Pea and the. Grey Parrot Pea, these 

will all be at their best by the end of the month. 
Three orchids were in flower: Tall Green- 

hood, Nodding Greenhood and Blue caladenia (Blue 

Fairies) 


The Greenhoods were not uncommon but the dainty 
Caladenia had only a single specimen. 

The flowers of the small Heath known as honey - 
pots were foun and tasted, we learnt how the plant 
got it's name. 

A lone Trigger plant in bloom was a welcome sur- 
prise at this time,as was also a lone curled Bver 
~lasting. 

Pink Bells are just beginning to open and will 
brighten the scene for several weeks soon, Trail- 
ing Goodenia, Prickly Tea-tree and Bears -ear 
were other plants seen in flower 

The two purple peas- Hovea and Sarsaparilla- were 
especially noticable during the day, the flowers 
of both plants are very finely veigned with a 
darker shade than most flowers. Both have a small 
patch of yellowish- green at their flowers centres. 

Most of these plants go unnoticed until they . 
flower, however in the springtime they gladden the 
hearts of all nature lovers. 

From Nature Rodger 
Thomas. 


SAS 


The total list of plants seen along the railway line was over 
sixty species. Thanks to Albert Perry and Claire Dalman for leading 
the excursion to these interesting areas close toa home. 
JG 


For Your Diary 


October 7th - Campbelltown Excursion 

October 23rd Spm - Committee Meeting at Gregurke’s, 1 John Street, 
Wendouree. 

October 2é6th-2éth - Halls Gap Camp-out 

October 29th - Roadside Conservation Survey training session. 
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Field Reports: September Meeting 


Wyperfeld Campout: 

Greq Binns - Long list of birds including Mallee 
Fowl], Splendid Wren, Yellow-tufted 
Honeyeater, Regent Parrot and Pink 
Cockatoo. 

Ken McDonnell - Red-capped Robin, Hooded Robin, 
Grey-crowned and White-browed Babbler, 
Mallee Ringneck, Red-rumped Parrot, 
White-bellied Cuckoo-Shrike, Magpie 
Goose. 

Harvey Hooper - Ants collect seed of Slender Cypress 
Pine, many seedlings have been planted. 
Small ant which smelt and tasted like 

. coconut. 

John Gregurke - Two male Restless Flycatchers 
fighting by holding each other and 
spinning down like a helicopter. 


Carl Gregurke - Many antlion holes seen in loose 
sand. Larva about Smm long found below 
the hole. 


Local Reports: 

Greg Binns - Pleasant Street: Black duck in 
garden. At Lake Albacutya: White 
browed Babbler. 

Harvey Hooper - Black-shouldered Kite still around 
Brown Hill. Dead Koala near Clarendon. 

Kit Williamson - Adult and juvenile Crimson Rosellas 
in garden near Lake Wendouree 

Florence Williamson - Four Grey Currawongs at Ballarat 


North. 

Frank Harrap - At Mt Helen: Grey Butcherbird and 
Superb Blue Wren “still in eclipse 
plumage. Grevillea rosemarifolia 
flowering and attracting many 
honeyeaters. Swift Parrots still 
around Newstead. ae 

Avis Barlow - Large Wombat crossing Geelong Road, 


b Mt Helen. 


There are only four speci@s of this extant, 
and it is extremely unlikely, owing to its very 
limited area of Gist rou Ons) that any more will 
be found." 

The second chance for Nis possum came in 1961, 

Mr eric Wilkinson of the National Museum of Victor- 
ia started a survey in the cumberland valley, 
eleven miles east of Marysville and only seventy 
miles from Melbourne. Wilkinsons survey developed 
into a project of the Fauna Survey Group of the ; 
F.N.eC.V.e who have done so much good work.e One night 
in April, accompanieé by messers R.F.Lees and Ac 
Sonnenberg Eric Wilkinson saw a small grey possum-- 
low down on the trtink of a Blackwood tree. 

As its size and tail differed from the Sugar 
Glider it was believed to be Leadbeaters Possum 
a few days later it was confirmed. 

Why Leadbeaters? In 1867 Professor Frederick 
McCoy Wrote about a new kind of small mammal he had 
identified, it was a beautiful little animal about 
twelve inches long and had a striped face, he 
called it Gymnosbelideus leadbeateri and through 
this second name he immortalized john Leadbeater 
The taxidermist responsible for preparing the two 
specimens. 


Note ; The November meeting is at St. Cuthberts 
hall Elliot St, Ballarat. 

This is opposite the Ballarat and Clarendon Col 
College Sturt St. Ballarat. This is the Stella 
Bedggood Memorial lecture, a good roll up is what 
we want, there will be a trading table. 


——— 


BOTANICAL NOTES = 


FAMILY MIMOSACHan | (= 3ub-farily Mimoscideae ) 
- continued - 
The family name is derived from the genus, Mimosa, 
which has about 360 species, mostly in tropical America. 
In Australia Acacia is easily the genus with the most species. 


Acacias ( Wattles ) are conspicuous in natural woodlands 
and are widely planted as ornamentals. Some are used for 


timber ( e.g. A. melanoxylon ( =" Blackwood") and others for 


the production of tannin for leather production ). 


The plants are trees or shrubs. The leaves are bi- 
pinnate or reduced to phyllodes ( a flat, dilated petiole 
acting as a leaf ). The phyllodes 
are often " edge-on " to the 
sun and can withstand very hot 
conditions. 


The inflorescences are pedunculate or sessile, often 
in the form of globular heads, cylindrical spikes or racemes, 
axillary and solitary. 

Individual flowers are small, sessile and numerous 
in the heads. They are regular, normally bisexual and bright 
golden-yellow to a pale creamy-white. 

There are 4-5 sepals and 4-5 petals. The stamens are 
numerous and are the most conspicuous part of the flower. 
There is one carpel and the ovary is superior. The fruit 
is a legume, often quite long and opening at maturity along 
both sutures. 

C. Beauglehole refers to 19 
species of Acacia in the Ball- 
arat area and others are cult- 
ivated. 

A very useful booklet to own 
is " A Field Guide to Vic. 
Wattles" by F.J.C. Rogers. 


HA. 


